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The power of multiwavelength studies to probe extreme modes of star formation
in the local universe

The nearby infrared luminous galaxy merger IIZw96 is a rare example of galaxies caught in the
early merger stage of driving their vast reservoirs of molecular gas inward toward what will become
the merger remnant. The system is reminiscent of the more famous merging galaxy NGC4038/9
(the Antennae) but is an order of magnitude more luminous at log(LIR/Lsun) = 11.94. We present
the results of a large multiwavelength effort to understand the nature of the extremely compact
off-nuclear source that powers 80


