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When Galaxies Stop Forming Stars

The average morphology of the most massive galaxies change drastically with cosmic time.
At z>1.5, the most massive galaxies are characterized by an exponential light distribution, while
galaxies at lower redshift are spheroidal with a de Vaucoleur light profile. This morphological
transformation is accompanied by a drastic change in star formation activity. The mechanism(s)
responsible for these two transformations are unknown, although several leading theories exist.
ALMA will play a pivotal role in determining which of these mechanism is at work.


