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Proposal Checklist 

• Read relevant documentation (CfP, Guide, Primer, etc.)
• Create an ALMA account by registering at the Science 

Portal (almascience.org)
• Download the Observing Tool (OT) & related guides
• Prepare the Science Case
• New capabilities for Cycle 7!

• Prepare Science Goals (sources, frequency & correlator
setup, integration times) within the OT 
• Make use of the Helpdesk & the Knowledgebase



Cycle 7 Documentation & Timeline

• Call for Proposals
• Proposer’s Guide
• ALMA Primer
• OT Guide
• ALMA Tech Handbook
• Timeline for Cycle 7
• Mar. 19 – Call for Proposals
• Apr. 17 – Proposal Deadline
• End of July – Results to PIs
• Sept. 5 – Phase 2 submission
• Oct. 2019 – Start of Cycle 7
• Sept. 2020 – End of Cycle 7

ALMA, an international astronomy facility, is a partnership of ESO (representing its member states), NSF (USA) and NINS (Japan), 
together with NRC (Canada), NSC and ASIAA (Taiwan), and KASI (Republic of Korea), in cooperation with the Republic of Chile. 

The Joint ALMA Observatory is operated by ESO, AUI/NRAO and NAOJ.

Observing with ALMA
A Primer

(Cycle 6)(Cycle 7)



Proposal Checklist 

• Read relevant documentation (CfP, Guide, Primer, etc.)
• Create an ALMA account by registering at the Science 

Portal (almascience.org), necessary to be PI/co-I
• Download the Observing Tool (OT) & related guides
• Prepare the Science Case
• New capabilities for Cycle 7!

• Prepare Science Goals (sources, frequency & correlator
setup, integration times) within the OT 
• Make use of the Helpdesk & the Knowledgebase



ALMA Science Portal @ NRAO 
www.almascience.org

Hover your mouse to Log In, there is automatic drop-down menu, and click on Register



Proposal Checklist 

• Read relevant documentation (CfP, Guide, Primer, etc.)
• Create an ALMA account by registering at the Science 

Portal (almascience.org)
• Download the Observing Tool (OT) & related guides
• Prepare the Science Case
• New capabilities for Cycle 7!

• Prepare Science Goals (sources, frequency & correlator
setup, integration times) within the OT 
• Make use of the Helpdesk & the Knowledgebase



Downloading the ALMA OT



Proposal Checklist 

• Read relevant documentation (CfP, Guide, Primer, etc.)
• Create an ALMA account by registering at the Science 

Portal (almascience.org)
• Download the Observing Tool (OT) & related guides
• Prepare the Science Case
• New capabilities for Cycle 7!

• Prepare Science Goals (sources, frequency & correlator
setup, integration times) within the OT 
• Make use of the Helpdesk & the Knowledgebase



• Must include:
• Astronomical Importance
• Estimated intensity, S/N

• May include:
• Figures
• Tables
• References

• Free-form PDF document
• 12+ font, English only  ** new: the OT will check font size!
• maximum 20 MB file size
• 4 pages (6 for Large Projects)
• A4 or US Letter format

Science Case



Proposal Checklist 

• Read relevant documentation (CfP, Guide, Primer, etc.)
• Create an ALMA account by registering at the Science 

Portal (almascience.org)
• Download the Observing Tool (OT) & related guides
• Prepare the Science Case
• New capabilities for Cycle 7!

• Prepare Science Goals (sources, frequency & correlator
setup, integration times) within the OT 
• Make use of the Helpdesk & the Knowledgebase



Proposal Checklist 

• Read relevant documentation (CfP, Guide, Primer, etc.)
• Create an ALMA account by registering at the Science 

Portal (almascience.org)
• Download the Observing Tool (OT) & related guides
• Prepare the Science Case
• New capabilities for Cycle 7!

• Prepare Science Goals (sources, frequency & correlator
setup, integration times) within the OT 
• Make use of the Helpdesk & the Knowledgebase



See the OT presentatio
n!



Proposal Checklist 

• Read relevant documentation (CfP, Guide, Primer, etc.)
• Create an ALMA account by registering at the Science 

Portal (almascience.org)
• Download the Observing Tool (OT) & related guides
• Prepare the Science Case
• New capabilities for Cycle 7!

• Prepare Science Goals (sources, frequency & correlator
setup, integration times) within the OT 
• Make use of the Helpdesk & the Knowledgebase



ALMA Science Portal @ NRAO 
www.almascience.org



ALMAI could use a hand…
Have no fear, the ALMA Helpdesk is here…



ALMA Helpdesk @ NRAO (logged in view)
help.almascience.org



The Atacama Large Millimeter/submillimeter Array (ALMA), an international astronomy facility, is a partnership
of Europe, North America and East Asia in cooperation with the Republic of Chile. ALMA is funded in Europe
by the European Organization for Astronomical Research in the Southern Hemisphere (ESO), in North
America by the U.S. National Science Foundation (NSF) in cooperation with the National Research Council of
Canada (NRC) and the National Science Council of Taiwan (NSC), and in East Asia by the National Institutes
of Natural Sciences (NINS) of Japan in cooperation with the Academia Sinica (AS) in Taiwan. ALMA
construction and operations are led on behalf of Europe by ESO, on behalf of North America by the National
Radio Astronomy Observatory (NRAO), which is managed by Associated Universities, Inc. (AUI), and on
behalf of East Asia by the National Astronomical Observatory of Japan (NAOJ). The Joint ALMA Observatory
(JAO) provides the unified leadership and management of the construction and operation of ALMA.

For more info:
https://almascience.nrao.edu/



• Remember, you can resubmit as often as needed, but keep in mind 
that the server is quite busy right before the deadline

• Standard and ToO proposals will be reviewed by the ALMA Proposal 
Review Committee (APRC) and the ALMA Review Panels (ARP). 

• All proposals will be subject to Technical Assessment by a selected 
group of JAO and ARC experts.

• Proposals will be assessed on the basis of the overall scientific merit 
of the proposed investigation and its potential contribution to the 
advancement of scientific knowledge.

• Following approval by the Directors Council, the outcome of the 
Proposal Review Process will be communicated to the PIs of all valid 
submitted proposals, expected at the end of July 2019. 

After submission



• Phase II (Creating and Queuing Scheduling Blocks)
• PIs review their scheduling blocks by Sept. 5, 2019
• Any change requests need to go to the Helpdesk, and possibly a 

formal change request 
• Being prompt helps ensure your project can be observed! 

• Then wait – dynamic scheduling means your Contact Scientist
doesn’t know when your project will run. As observations are made,
updates are shown in the SnooPI tool on the Science Portal:

https://almascience.nrao.edu/observing/snoopi

After submission


