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Cycle 8 Documentation & Timeline
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 ALMA Science Portal @ NRAO 

www.almascience.org
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• Antenna configurations for the main 12-m 
array will use a new nomenclature in 
Cycle 8.

– Configurations will be called C-1, C-2, and 
so on up to C-10, with C-1 having similar 
characteristics to the C43-1 configuration 
of Cycle 7, and likewise for the others.

– Cycle 8 will NOT include the two longest 
baseline 12-m array configurations, C-9 and 
C-10.

• Maximum baselines in Cycle 8 will 
therefore be 8.5 km in configuration C-8.

• Configurations C-9 and C-10 with 
maximum baselines of 13.9 km and 16.2 
km, respectively, will again be available in 
Cycle 9.  

• NOTE: No PI observing takes place 
in Feb!

• The forward-looking configuration 
schedule (through Cycle 9) can be found 
at: 
https://almascience.nrao.edu/observing/obs
erving-configuration-schedule/long-term-c
onfiguration-schedule
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• Effective observing time available per configuration for executing PI projects. As an example, up to 36 hours are expected to be 
available in C-4 at LST=00 h for all observations and up to 18 h may be allocated to Large Programs. The total number of hours 
excludes time spent on observatory calibration, maintenance, reconfigurations, and other activities. The time available for Large 
Programs is shown in pink and time for high-frequency observations in green and dark blue. The configuration schedule 
and, consequently, the total number of hours available per configuration may change in response to proposal pressure. The data 
files containing these histograms are available here. 

https://almascience.nrao.edu/images/histogram-dec192020-news
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Cycle 8 Capabilities
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Dual-Anonymous Proposal Review

• Proposals in Cycle 8 will implement a dual-anonymous process for proposal 
reviews. While proposers will still enter their names and affiliations in the 
Observing Tool, their identities will be concealed from the reviewers. 

• It will be the responsibility of the investigators to write their 
proposals such that anonymity is preserved. 

• Guidelines on how to prepare such proposals will be presented in a 
forthcoming ALMA news item and, later, in the CfP.
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www.almascience.org
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ALMA Helpdesk @ NRAO (logged in view)

help.almascience.org
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●

Systematics in the ALMA Proposal Review Rankings

https://arxiv.org/abs/1908.09639
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For more info:
https://almascience.nrao.edu/
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www.nrao.edu
science.nrao.edu
public.nrao.edu

The National Radio Astronomy Observatory is a facility of the National Science 
Foundation

operated under cooperative agreement by Associated Universities, Inc.


