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Facts about the NRAO Archive 
•  Contains all VLA, VLBA, and GBT data 

–  The ALMA archive is (still) separate 
–  Data have a proprietary period: 12 months following the last observation 

•  At https://archive.nrao.edu we provide an interface for: 
–  Browsing the archive 
–  Retrieving Data 

•  Internet 
•  Hard disks 

•  Archive can be browsed by: 
–  Anyone with a valid my.nrao.edu login 

•  Data can be retrieved by: 
–  Before end of proprietary period: only those on project 
–  After end of proprietary period: anyone with my.nrao.edu login 













Query results 

•  The archive tool returns a list of observations, each with: 
–  Status (locked or public) 
–  SDM-BDF set (listing of the sdm and bdf files) 
–  Any data quality issues (info) 
–  Scans (see next slide for example) and Logs 

•  It also allows Data Retrieval (Get my Data) 
 



Example of Scan listing 



Data Download - format  

•  CASA Measurement set 
•  FITS file 
•  Science Data Model 

(restricted) 

•  MS and SDM files are 
directories: we 
recommend tar file 

•  We recommend applying flags generated during observing.  You can 
unapply them in CASA if needed. 



•  The tool allows the observer to average the data in time and/
or in frequency. 

•  It also allows the selection of scans. 

Data Download - averaging 
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Planned: 

•  Improved integration between archive and 
my.nrao.edu 

•  Improved user interface 
•  Calibration pipeline which will do calibration for you 

and stores results in archive 
 


