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Where are my (EVLA) data? 



The archive tool

https://archive.nrao.edu/

https://archive.nrao.edu/�


The archive: Basic data retrieval tool



The archive tool

• For each observing session, the archive tool allows the 
observer to view:
– The logs
– The scans
– The SDM-BDF set (listing of the sdm and bdf files)
– Any data quality issues.



Checking the data in the archive tool
The scan listing:



Loading The Data: The archive tool

• Data formats: 
– SDM-BDF  
– CASA MS
– AIPS FITS



• If the apply flags option 
is not checked, the flags 
are written to a 
FLAG_CMD MS table. 
They can later be 
applied by using the 
CASA task flagcmd.

• If checked, the flags are 
applied on the data.

Loading The Data: The archive tool

• We recommend the application of the online flags. They can be 
un-applied in CASA if need be.

• For UVFITS, the flags need to be applied, as there will not be a 
FG table in the resulting file.



• The tool allows the observer to average the data in time 
and/or in frequency.

• It also allows the selection of scans.

Loading The Data: The archive tool



If applying online averaging:
1. Make sure to apply the flags.
2. Averaging in frequency is 

discouraged as delays can cause 
coherence loss. We recommend 
reviewing the data before 
frequency averaging. 

3. Averaging in time should take 
into account the type of science 
you would like to do. See the 
EVLA Observational Status 
Summary for amplitude loss 
due to time averaging.

Loading The Data: The archive tool



• A MS is a directory. For downloading through the 
internet, make sure to ask for a tar file.

Loading The Data: The archive tool



• NRAO offers a data shipping service using hard disks:
– when the size of the data is large, or
– when the user does not have fast enough internet 

connection.
• This disk-ordering process is done through the archive 

tool.
• The data will be saved on 1.8 TB disks and shipped to 

the observer.
• Disk shipment information and policies are posted at

– https://archive.nrao.edu/archive/hdshipInfo.html
– https://science.nrao.edu/facilities/evla/data-shipment

Loading The Data: The archive tool
Requesting the data on a hard disk

https://archive.nrao.edu/archive/hdshipInfo.html�
https://science.nrao.edu/facilities/evla/data-shipment�
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